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STUDIES

Secondary education

Koninklijk Atheneum te Berchem 1975, Latin Greek section, graduated with honours, medal
of the government (prijs van de regering —ministerie van nationale opvoeding en cultuur)

University studies

Dokter in de genees-heel -en verloskunde (M.D.) V.U.B. 1982; with honours (grote
onderscheiding)

Neurosurgical training
Enrolled in general surgery before changing to neurosurgery

1982-1985 Training in general surgery University Hospital Sint-Pieters Brussels (Prof
Bremer)

1985-1986 Training in neurology University Hospital Sint-Pieters Brussels (Prof Noél)

1986-1990 Training in Neurosurgery University Hospital Ghent (Prof Calliauw)

25.10.1990 Board certified as neurosurgeon

Staff member department of neurosurgery AZ Stuivenberg (OCMW Antwerpen) from
1/10/90 till 31/12/91

Staff member neurosurgery OLV Aalst since 1/1/92

Military service Belgian Army (Military Hospital Neder-Over-Heembeek) 1990-1991-
lieutenant

During the neurosurgical training attended the training courses of the European Association
of Neurological Surgeons (EANS) in Porto (1986) Wroclaw (1987) Amsterdam (1988) and
Rostock (1989). Could not assist the 1990 course in Israel that was cancelled due to the
Gulf War 1990.

Passed the government French language examination (level 1) 1982
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

During neurosurgical training in the University Hospital Ghent (Prof Calliauw) developed
with radiotherapist Dr Luc Verbeke the first stereotactic radiosurgery application in the
Benelux using a LINAC, the first medical application in December 1989. This was further
developed in the OLV ziekenhuis Aalst with over 1000 treated patients.

Introduction and clinical application (7/2/1996) of the first neuronavigation equipment (ISG
Viewing Wand) on the continent, later Brainlab for operative treatment of brain tumours.

Introduction and clinical application of the MicroEndoscopic Discectomy (MED later Metr'x) in
Europe (October 1997)

Appointed Consultant for Sofamor Danek later Medtronic Inc. Spine division for the
development of Minimal Invasive Spine Surgery since 1998.

Conducted multiple workshops with cadaver surgery for Minimal invasive Spine Surgery in
Paris, Grenoble, Bordeaux, Vienna, Amsterdam, Lyon, Toronto, Graz.

Performed MED guest surgeries for lumbar disc herniation in Antwerp, Lille (France)
Eindhoven, Utrecht, Porto, Madrid and Amman.

Actively involved in the clinical trial and application of the Dascor lumbar disc nucleus
prosthesis since 2006 and development of the posterolateral approach.

PERSONAL INTERESTS

As much as possible, priority is given to spend time with my two sons and in any case
during every holiday period.

I am a regular golf competitor with a fair Hcp of 10.0.

Beside these two important items, I have a lifetime passion for contemporary art which I
inherited from my father and I am actively collecting on a regular base. This passion permits
a different view on life than it is through medical spectacles.



